9;10). For signs representing an action, we coded the morphosyntactic feature of handshape type: whether the sign had handling handshape (a grasping hand represents holding a knife) or instrumental handshape (a flat hand represents the shape of the knife); see Padden et al. (2013) . We then asked adult native speakers of English, Spanish and Mandarin to describe the same cartoon pictures, and asked separate native speakers to categorize the verbs used by the first groups as either strong or weak, following Koenig et al. (2003) and Rissman (2013) . Finally, we categorized each cartoon picture as to whether all three languages predominantly used strong instrumental verbs ("all strong"), as opposed to using predominantly weak instrumental verbs ("all weak"), or a mix of strong and weak instrumental verbs ("mix"). If English, Spanish, Mandarin and child homesign draw on similar instrumental event concepts, we predict that "all strong" pictures will be more likely to elicit instrumental handshape among the homesigners. Figures 1 and 2 show the proportion of signs where a homesigner produced instrumental handshape, for each of the three picture types, for each homesigner. Our prediction was met: 8 out of 9 children were more likely to use instrumental handshape for "all strong" pictures. This suggests a basis for the strong/weak distinction that is not driven by language input. One possibility is that at a conceptual level, some events have more salient instruments than others, a conceptual categorization that may have influenced language evolution and led to common patterns of lexicalization across languages. 
